THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE GUPTAS
The religious life of this age is in a word no longer sepa-
5 from that of the world: it is socialized and humanized,
I 'is manifested in an art that reveals life not in opposi-
i to spirituality, but as an intricate ritual fitted to the
isummation of every perfect experience.... A culmina-
.1 and a perfection have been attained in which the inner
1 outer life are indivisible.'
The Bodhisattva is now preferred to the Arhat, or in a
rd the ideal of sainthood is socialized. 'Mix not with
i herd,' says the Dhammapada or Way of Truth of the
;er Buddhism, 'wander lonely as the elephant/ 'Let me
medicine to the sick, the friend of all, a very sweeper',
"S the Path of Light, a fifth-century work. And in Brah-
mism the same change can be seen as it passes from the
sterity of the earlier Upanishads to the lay ethic of the
ta. 'Desert not your own duty: in no other can salva-
n be found', says Krishna to Arjuna. The Dharma of
5 Buddhist Middle Path has profoundly affected India;
d the by-products of its monasticism are great civiliza-
•ns* The Dharma of Hinduism has become a veritable
eb of Indian life', which is henceforward a unity, with
ery act and every detail of life controlled by religious
action. The Laws of Manu say 'Pure is the hand of the
aftsman at work on his craft'; and 'the householder is as
Jy as the Brahmin*. Each caste is also a trade-guild,
pplying the expert knowledge, the code of ethics, and the
cial life of the artisan; and regulating the relations of
e workers with those of other trades,
Of the preparations for the marriage of a Hindu
•incess of this era we have the following contemporary
:count; depicting the craft-guilds at work it is of great
terest:
From every county were assembled companies of skilled crafts-
en	Carpenters were given white flowers, unguents, and doth
make the marriage altar, . . . The outer terraces of the palace
sounded with goldsmiths beating out their gold.... Here a group
' skilled artisans painted auspicious scenes, and a multitude of
ulptors made fishes, turtles, crocodiles, and fruits. Even Kings

